CHAPTER XXI
"    STEPPES  AND  STEPPE  BWELLEES
THE Trans-Siberian railway crosses the Great Plain of Siberia. This is the biggest plain in the world and contains much more land than the whole of Europe; it is shaped something like a triangle with high land on two sides and a frozen sea on the other. Like the plain of North America, it has tundra in the cold north, then forest and then wheat lands, but whereas the North American plain leads south to the warm wet shores of the Gulf of Mexico, this Siberian plain leads south to land that is so dry that part of it is desert.
The hot desert is in Western Turkistan in the south of the plain. Except near the oases nothing grows but a few prickly plants, and there can be no people living except where the land can be watered. Through the Sahara desert flows the Nile, on whose banks men live and farm. On account of the never-failing water supply in Victoria Lake the Nile never dries up. Through the desert of Western Turkistan flow two rivers, the Amu Daria and the Syr Daria, but neither of these is so useful
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